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NEAR THE. BANKS OF THE RIVER per, bie, 


By Marilyn Hiatt Hudgens ; ” Serene 2 





In order to research the first families who lived along the Saline River Cpe 


in Ashley County, it is essential we understand the early county lines of the Of? 
times we are exploring. Par? 
Ashley County was formed 30 Nov 1848, mostly from Drew County, which had 


been formed in 1846 from Bradley County, which had been formed 2 Nov 1829 from 
Union County. Through all this, the Chicot County line was just west of Bayou 


Bartholemew at about Overflow Hill. 
: The map below shows the approximate line of the original Bradley County 
— in 1829. 
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i These counties came from the original Bradley County: Drew, Ashley, 
Le i Dallas, Calhoun, Lincoln and Cleveland. 


e The first settlement in Ashley County of which there is now any trace 

; was made by the French at Long View on the Saline River, this being near the 

| highway connecting Arkansas Post and Monroe (then Ft. Miro), LA. Of this set- 
| tlement, there were two families--FOGLE and BULEET--who claimed to have loca- 
| ted there in 1769 or 1770. Some years later came ACAN, and these with their 
grown children, constituted for perhaps three-quarters of a century the white 
people of the present Ashley County. 


| Among the residents near French Port in the early 1800's were the LaBOEUFs, 
LaFOGLEs, MONTROIs and a few others. When Union County was organized in 1829, 

it had but 640 inhabitants, and even at the end of ten years had only 2,889. 

For this study, the only, PEDRON family found was J. V. PEDRON, who was in 
Quachita County in 1876. 

Union County's original limits were very large, embracing the present ter- 
ritory of Ashley, Bradley, Drew, Dallas, Cleveland, Nevada and Columbia Counties. 
Champagnolle on the Ouachita River was first named Scarborough's Landing and was 
the first county seat of Union County. An old man by the name of MILLER died 
in 1829, He lived near the mouth of Smackover Bayou. He is generally credited 
with being the first white settler in the area. 
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Near the Banks of the River, continued. 


Among early immigrants in Drew County area were John S. and Jack HANDLEY, © 
who came in March 1839. "South of the HANDLEY settlement, on Hungry Run lived © 
J. W. RIDGELL, Byrum NICHOLS and Fountain BROWN, a Methodist preacher. All of | 
these men came to the area in 1835."4 


As early as 1799 the Spanish had sent settlers here to begin the BASTROP 
Barony. The colony failed. The French then sent its traders into the area 
and thus we find in our annals such names as Jacque AMBLE, LaFOGLE, BULEETS 
and FABRE. These were basically woodsmen and hunters who had no money and 
needed none. Even as early as 8 Jan 1827 surveyor Nicholar RIGHTOR would 
write from five miles south of the present Warren, "T returned from the set— 
tlement (PENNINGTON's) which is six miles NE where live within the compas of 
6-8 miles about 20 families and those I seen were all apparently good livers. 
From what I learn the settlement is fast increasing, immigration from the 
port of Washitaw and big Red River." 


Hugh BRADLEY and Isaac PENNINGTON, along with Aaron JOHNSON, came to 
Arkansas Territory soon after the War of 1812 came to a close. It may be they 
received land in the territory of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 as a*result 
of war service. They first took land in Lafayette County but an unusually 
high Spring flood destroyed their homesteads, and they decided to move east- 
ward into the wilds of the area which was then Union County. Arriving near 
present day Camden, then called Ecore a Fabre, they crossed the Ouachita River 
and moved very near the Saline River. The best evidence indicates this was in 
1824, but they were not the first settlers in this land. In 1823 Jack BEARD 
had erected a log cabin on the dim trace we of today call the "Old Military 
Road," a short portion of which cuts across the northwest corner of Ashley 
County. Other early settlers were Rev. Charles H. SEAY (before 1827), Dr. 
John CABEEN, W. L. BRADLEY and W. H. WISE. As early as 1827 the people of 
the area asked Congress to inaugurate a postal route in from Little Rock or 
north from Ft. Miro LA to the home of Dr. CABEEN, who lived about two miles 
south of Warren on the old Warrern-Ennis Ferry road. 

Arkansas was the 25th state admitted to the Union on 4 Jul 1836. There 
were only trails in south Arkansas, one from Pine Bluff toward Ecore a Fabre 
(Camden), thence further south to Ft. Miro (Monroe, LA). The early settlers 





apparently felt no need to secure land titles -- they were essentially squatters. Ja; 
In 1829, Sheriffs in Arkansas were instructed to list inhabitants of their SC 
counties. What was to become Union County was at that time Missouri Township TO} 
of Clark County. From the listing, it appears most of the Saline area resi- Sol 
dents were on page ten. They are: mie 
AMBROSE, James page 9 BREWER, Oliver page 9 May 
ARBLE, Henry 9 BRINDLEY, Jacob 9 = 
ARRERO, Whon F, 8 BRITTON, James 9 TA 
BEARD, Alexander 10 BROWN, Gabriel 8 
BEARD, John — 10 BURK, William 10 i 
BERRY, Francis C.P. 10 BURNS, David 9 Le 
BITTICK, Jesse 2 CABEAN, John T. 10 
BITTICK, Robert 9 COWEN, Andrew 8 
BLAIR, Elain S. 8 COWEN, Andrew 8 ar 
BLAIR, Elizabeth 8 DAVIS, Abijah 8 se 
BLAIR, Silas E. 8 DAVIS, Stacia 8 
BLOCKER, John 8 DILLIARD, John 9 MA 
BOONE, Sarah 10 EASTUS, Russle 8 : 
BRADBURY, Samuel 8 EDMINSON, James 9 ae 
BRADLEY, Hugh 10 EDMINSTON, Zelinlan 8 ‘ 
10 


BRADLEY, Mitchel 10 FRANKLIN, Thomas B. 














‘Near the Banks of the River, continued. 





LEY, 
ived GALBREATH, James page 8 PARMER, Martin page 10 
1 of GALBREATH, Joseph F. 9 PENNINGTON, Isaac 10 
GALBREATH, Joseph 9 PENNINGTON, Jacob G. 10 
ROP _ GENTRY, Samuel 9 PENNINGTON, John E. 10 
. GENTRY, Tiry 8 PENNINGTON, William A or D 10 
S GENTRY, William 9 READER, Noah 8 
GALLIHER, John 9 RIGHT, Thomas 9 
GREGORY, Lewis 10 SEAY, Charles H. 10 
_ HENNIS, Joshua J. 10 SELPH, Locky 9 
ok HENTHORNE, James 9 SIMPSON, Samuel 9 
-_ HOLLADAY, Peter 9 SLANEY, John 9 
HONNEL, John 9 SORRELS, James 8 
- HOSLEY, Samuel 8 SORRELS, Pascal 8 
' HUGHS, James 8 SORRELS, Washington 8 
HUGHS, John 8 SPEAR, John W. 9 
HUGHS, Nathan 8 SPENCER, Jessy 9 
_  HUGHS, William 8 STONE, William 8 
i + HUIT, John 8 STRINGER, Rice 8 
st-  HUIT, Solomon 8 TINALLEY, Josiah 9 
ir _ UIT, William 8 TRULOVE, John 10 
tiver | JOHNSON, Lawson 9 VICKRY, John 10 
1s in | JOHNSON, Mary 10 WALKER, Joel 8 
\RD | KILLEY, Elijah 8 WARD, James 9 
ry KILLEY, William 8 WATTERS, James 10 
/ ' | KNOWLIN, James 10 WHEAT, Joseph 9 
McKEROY, Howard 8 WHITE, Isaac 8 
f - MELSON, Thomas 9 WINGFIELD, Charles 8 
or O'NEAL, Thomas 10 WINHART, James 9 
2S PARMER, Isham 10 WISE, Henry 10 
WOOD, John 9 
are WOOLREDGE, Jane 10 
bre By the 1830 census the following heads of households were listed in Union 
waa County, Pennington Township: CABEEN, John T.; WISE, Harry; PENNINGTON , 


uatters. Jacob; WHEELER, Joseph; FRANKLIN, Thomas; KARDUFF, Henry; KEPLER, Solomon; 


their SCARBROUGH, Silas; NUNN, John; PENNINGTON, Isaac; FRANKLIN, Elizabeth; PENNING- 
ship TON, John E.; PENNINGTON, William D.; TATE, John; LIGHTFOOT, Henry; TATE, Ander- 
si- son; SLOAN, Levi A.; DENNIS, James; BRADLEY, Hugh; LLOYD, Charles; THEILL, Tho- 
mas; SEAY, Charles H.;-LLOYD, William; BEARD, Alexander; BEARD, John; BRADLEY 
> 9 Mitchell; FRANKLIN, Alfred; FRANKLIN, Ethelburt S.; GARDNER, Bryan; WOOLDRIDGE, 
Jane; GATES, Joshua; CRAVERIS, John; CAMPBELL, Mathew; ETHRIDGE, Harvey F.; 


TATE, George. 


Also listed in the+1830 Unign County census with no township (did they 
live across the Saline River?): FOGLE, Antoine; FOGLE, Clary; FOGLE, Paulsey; 
LeBEFF, Andrew; LeBEFF, Madan; NEELY, Joseph. All are on page 142 of the census. 


At one time the area of Bradley County which extends south into the con- 
flux of the Saline and Ouachita Rivers was known as "Dark Corners." Later, 
near the Saline just north of Dark Corners was Johnsville, so named because 
there were so many John's in the area: John R. HAMPTON, John CABEEN, John 
MARTIN and John BRADY. The latter . came in 1857 from Warren and built 
a store at the crossroads of the Moro and Longview Road and the Warren and 
Moore's Mill Road. There were a few French living on the Saline River in che 


"corner" in the 1850's: ACANs, COKERs, LAEBOFFs, HAMILTONs, and PEVETOEs. 
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By 1840, the Union County census of Pennington Township lists the follow- | 
ing heads of households: 11 Near 


ROBERTS, J. 
RHINEHARDT, D. M. 


FOGLE, Palsey 





SHARRON, A. (1824 
| BROOK, William HAMILTON, John mark 
LaVILLIAIN, P. WHEELER, Joseph On: 5 
REAVES, D. R. BAIRD, William veyc 
| HISHOLM, Simon SCOBY, J. H. D. exte 
SEAY, C. H. BAIRD, James His 
| DAVIS, Allen BAIRD, John who 
WILLIAMS, James CARROL, Jackson wer' 
WATSON, W. FRANKLIN, Washington Jon 
CRAIN, William REAVES, Mathew L. 
MARKS, J. H. FRANKLIN, A. L. sae 
MARKS, H. FRANKLIN, E. S. “— 
DAVIS, W. G. REAVES, Lovet ine 
CRAIN, W. H. LEWIS, William Wen. 
SMITH, W. B. HILEY, Simeon ey | 
| FLUELLEN, Gideon SINGER, Thomas 4 
LONG, J. H. LITTLE, &. on 
FLUELLEN, Phebe WISE, William #. a 
FRASIEUR, Daniel DIXON, Andrew a 
McCULLOCH, M. H. SPLAWN, J. oe 
HUTCHINSON, Aaron McDANIEL, S. = 
BARNETTE, Nath. FRANKLIN, Mrs. E. i 
REAVES, R. MARKS, Jackson = 
MARTIN, Andrew WOOLDRIDGE, Mrs. Jane 5 
BEASLEY, W. BRADLEY, M. ms 
PENNINGTON, J. H. PENNINGTON, Thomas D. 
GARDINER, Bryant 


TURNER, James 


CARKUFF, H. 
BROWN, John 


TURNER, H. S. GROSS, William 
SUMACK, E. OSMENT, James 
BRADLEY, Hugh MORRIS, William 
McDONALD, Z. HARSTON, D. 
Sno 7 JOHNSTON, E. 

_ WwW. ETHRIDGE, J. G. 
COLBERTH, S. “os 


JOHNSON, Aaron 


CABEEN, J. T. 


JOHNSON 0 WISE, H. 
, James G, BERRY, F. C. 
CRAIN, Burton . GRIFFIN, William 
BRACKSVILLE, J. P. REAVES, Joseph 
REYNOLDS, Elbert 3 
PENNINGTON, D. W. 
McDANIEL, W. McKINNEY, S 
COLBREATH, William ate 


This settlement in 1827 “Pennington's) consisted of Capt. Hugh BRADLE/, 
C. H. SEAY, Alex BEARD, Isaac PENNINGTON, Jacob PENNINGTON, Henry WISE, Frank 
BERRY, Bryant GARDNER, Ben FRANKLIN, and Dr. John T. CABEEN. In 1832, in 
addition to those already mentioned, there were in this new community Levi 
FRENCH, Sam McKINNEY, the Widow WOOLDRIDGE, Old Man DIXON, Simeon HILEY (who 
had a store, his stock of goods being quite small), Tom CORNISH and Jeff 
THURMAN. Alex BEARD had died, as also had Ben FRANKLIN. In this year James 
TURNER came from Tennessee. In 1834 the MARKSes settled northwest of the older 
colony. In 1836 came the REAVES, four families -of them, the TIDWELLs, AKAINS, 
CHILDS and EDRINGTONs.!2 John GILLIS came from Alabama in the 1830's; he mar- 
ried one of Jack FOGLE's sisters. . 
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Near the Banks of the River, continued. 


After the Quapaw Indians had sold out their holdings in this area in 
1824, the territorial government sent contractor surveyors to blaze out and 
mark the corners of the township-range lines and the Arkansas-Louisiana line. 
On 5 Oct 1826 Nicholas RIGHTOR entered into a contract with William McRAE, sur- 


_ veyor of the United States lands in Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas, to survey 


' exterior boundaries of townships in the area now constituting Ashley County. 

_ His crew were each paid the sum of $18 per month, except the hunter, Sam RANEY, 
_ who got $25 and furnished his own horse, gun and ammunition. Other surveyors 

_ were William TERRELL (1842), James M. DANLEY (1844-45), Will V. RECTOR (1823), 
| Jonas SMITH (1826-29), Theo MATHERS (1824), Abner BLOCK (1818). 
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On or about 22 Nov 1826, Nicholas RIGHTOR and his crew entered the county 
on the Marie Saline above Longview. The river was high, being backed up from 
the Ouachita, the weather warm and the day of 13 Dec 1826 was "lost by build- 
ing a store house for my provisions which is to be brought into the woods by 


| Wm. RANEY per contract." He also notes, "I was informed yesterday morning 
' by some gentlemen who were going down in order to move up a family that were 


then at the mouth of the Saline to their settlement, which according to their 
statements is situated about 20 miles by water above this place." Some 20 
miles upriver by water would be Pennington's settlement, sometimes called 
Saline Settlement. The family mentioned as brought up the Ouachita to the 
mouth of the Saline was doubtless dropped there because the boats only navi- 
gated that stream and went on the Champagnolle and Ecore Fabre (Camden) 
leaving the new addition to Pennington's settlement to fend for themselves. 


_ Joseph WHEELER lived about eight miles up the Marie Saline from its mouth. 


RIGHTOR noted that the Saline was navigable at most times of the year. 
The first census of the new Ashley County in 1850 13° included: 


Family #19 Jaque FOGLE 32 farmer AR 
John FOGLE 18 farmer AR 
Frank FOGLE 15 farmer AR 
Jane FOGLE 21 AR 
Nancy FOGLE 10 AR 
Elizabeth FOGLE 47 LA 


[note that she was horn the year of the Louisiana Purchase! She was prokably 
living in the same area she was horn, that is, the area of present Ashley Co,/ 
: Mary HAMILTON 21 AR 
John GRIFFITH ~Ll AL 


Jack and Pete FOGLE lived on the Saline River near Moore's Mill, and 
Fog FOGLE lived a mile west in the late 1850's. Capt. Bob WITHERS keel boated 
in the Saline in the 1850's but by the 1860's had a larger boat, the "Nelson 
Morgan," which often docked at Longview. 19 John FOGLE died before 26 Oct 1858 
when an inventory of his estate was made. Administrator was Robert J. WITHERS, 14 


Living near Jaque FOGLE in 1850 Ashley County, White Township was Acan 
SHIRON, who was born cl789 in LA, so he told the census taker. There was no 
Arkansas at that time, and he too possibly was born on the banks of the river. 


Fam. #24 Acan SHIRON 61 farmer LA 
Izard SHIRON 20 : farmer LA 
Silvester SHIRON 11 LA 
Julia FOGLE 26 LA 
Henry FOGLE 7 AR 


Frank FOGLE 4 AR 








